Common Dstar Question

This is a series of non-technical questions and answers to
give you some information on the options to consider if you
decide to experiment with D-Star. While it does not cover
everything in terms of hardware and software, it will give
you some idea of what you need to get started
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1. What is the difference between Reflectors and Xreflectors?

"Reflectors” are effectively internet Gateways that would allow
multiple repeaters to communicate with each other and is vendor
specific (ICOM). Check out REF001C (its considered the Mega
international reflector) and REF0030C they are good starting points.

Xeflectors are internet Gateways developed and maintained by hams
and are a vendor neutral approach to the Icom based Reflectors. Some

ham operate them frgm a internet cloud or a old L ghz pc sitting in the
shack. While its no&mon practice they all capability to
D-

interface to nog- tar systems such as IR cholink.

2.Dol need%dio to get on D-Star? {)
No, See Ql@n #4 for Né TA M
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3.1s the@egistration fee to-get 6nP-Star?
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D-STAR Gateway System (W4DOC)




4. What are some of the least expensive way to get on D-star with
out having to purchase a radio?

Thumb DV $119.00
http://nwdigitalradio.com/products

With the Thumb DV and a internet connection, a ham can plug it into their
Windows computers or Windows tablet USB port, install some free software
enjoy all the fun on Dstar. This item can be purchased on line at the website

above.
Star DV $129 K : %
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5. Do I need to purchase special software to use the Thumb DV,
Star DV or DV3K ?

For the Thumb DV and Windows you can download a free copy of
WinDV from the link below (the StarDV for this software is not yet
ready):

http://www.dutch-star.eu/

For Star DV and Windows you can download a free copy of the software
from the website where you purchased the item.

https://www.moen m.com
For the DV3K :dows you can down load %re from the

link below:
http://wwW. dongl
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sconnect.
d. If all stations in a QSO are working through a local repeater and it is
connected to a reflector, disconnect the repeater from the reflector.

b. Check t
before trans

e. Don't run radio tests, microphone tests, etc., over the main reflector;
use one of the chat modules.

f. Most Xreflectors have an E module that will echo back your
transmission. This is very useful for audio checks.
XRF295 E or XRF748 E



6. How can find out who is on Dstar repeaters and reflectors?
With the exception of the Xreflectors use the link below:

http://www.dstarusers.org

7. How can I find more information about specific reflectors and
xreflectors?

For regular reflectorgayse the link below:
http://www.dgtaN com/reflectors.aspx %)
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As of this date every reflector is identified by its number then dstar
gateway .org (REFXXX.dstargateway.org or REF001.dstargateway.org)
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10. What are some of the most commonly used reflectors?

Ref001A is a very useful if you like to make international DX contacts as
well as stateside. It is considered a Mega reflector.

Ref004B is another good reflector through out the day and on
Tuesday’s at 8.00 CST they have an excellent net.

Ref004C is another good reflector for rag chew through out the day.
Ref012A is a ver if you are free on Thu ichts an 8:00 PM
PST. There yo% excellent round table dis 10, about Dstar.
throu lgte ag C

state us Am

RefOSSl%you 1l find the Alabama Nets and Emergency
Communicaftions. There is some gosd téchmcal information sha_rgd_pte the

end of tl@on Tuesday night. / \ v

11. Wha )ome ways I can acce e Internet to get on P&r?

Access t e‘ﬂectors requires cess, below is f Internet
options to ' XRF748

01119 1999 % work cable
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Home Internet or D-star can be gone throu
connected dlrectly e copputer or a Wi-F

Mobile Hotspots: Most sma mwagllt -1n mobile hotspot function
allowing you to work on the go and browse the Internet anytime. With a
mobile hotspot, you can create an Internet connection for up to five mobile

devices on a 3G phone and up to 10 on a 4G LTE smartphone.

Ref030C is
internati




12. Are there any web groups I can join to learn more about Dstar?
The groups listed below can be found on the Yahoo Group website.

D-Star Development
This group is dedicated to discussing and sharing information about
implementing end user D-Star systems using non Icom D-Star hardware.

DVDongle
This group is for the digcussion of the DV Dongle uged for D-Star ham radio
communications. 6

B

Raspberry P§ %ﬂ_RADIO

This is a pla Amateur Radio Ops to discuss the Ra 1 and how
it can be ayDh Ham Ns AM
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ircDDB Gateway ﬁ%
teway package. This

This group is to support the
program when used with either an Icom ID=RP2C based repeater stack or
one or more homebrew repeaters (sound card, dummy, GMSK modem, DV-
RPTR modem, and DVAP)

This group is




13. What are some web resources I can use to find more information
about Dstar?

DVMega Hotspot
http://www.papasys.com/showthread.php?t=1652

W6KD Dstar Forum Board
http://wékd.boards.net

DStar Commander and G4KLX Image Support and Discussion
http://wékd.boardsetqoard/4/dstar-comman

discussion J
D-Star rela%nloads and How To’s /
ndsta . A

http://ww
Downlo r DVtool software,, Repeater list and D-Star n@)
http://w tarinfo.com \ / /

This sitmmns general D-star 1n‘f ‘}tlon

http://e pedia.org/wiki/D-ST
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This website contains just M@n

started with D-Star.

http://www.dstar101.com/

to know to get

This website is about D-STAR, and, really, about making your own
equipment for the D-STAR communications system for Amateur Radio
operators, ranging from simple GMSK node adapters ("modems") to
complete transceivers, repeaters and so on.

http://www.dutch-star.eu/




14. What are some You Tube videos I can view to get more information
about Dstar?

DV Dongle D-Star Installation and Operation How To Windows XP
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KTv1o-XGflg

D-Star Radio on a USB Stick - The ThumbDV
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JRiMZWqCyNO

How to Use a DV D@ngR with DV Tool Softwar, cess D-Star

http:// www.youttNgeNom’watch?v=UDRxnNUs3

: teway Registration

How to a Raspberry PI and DVAP for D Star Q)
http://w utube. com/watch‘lx—FKg;Iw3answ

Raspbmunmng G4KLX 1rcD ‘Eateway software v’

http:// utube.com/watch?v=

Icom D-ST:
http://wwyrs

D-Star Hg YA part1 & 2
woutbe. com/watch‘?




